THE   WEST   INDIES                     1J
material of Ms new command was severely tested
by Ms being ordered on convoy work, " and, it
would almost be supposed^ to try my constitutions
was kept the whole winter in the North Sea."
After a voyage to Elsinore which gave him some
useful experience in the navigation of the entrance
to the BaltiCj he returned to the Downs and was
ordered to Portsmouth, possibly for inclusion in
Sir Richard Bickerton's squadron fitting out for
the East Indies. But on sGth January^ 178*2., the
was nearly driven on the Goodwin
Sands as a result of a collision with an East
Indian store ship during a bad gale* and, by the
she was refitted, Bickerton had sailed and
Nelson was ordered to pick up a convoy at Cork
and cam" it to Quebec, " where, worse thaa all
10 tell, I understand I am to winter."
The                  reached the St. Lawrence in
July, Nelson standing the voyage better than he
expected, but while on a cruise shortly afterwards
he was attacked by scurvy, the dreaded deficiency
disease of the Navy, the ship's officers having
eaten salt beef for eight weeks and the crew for
twenty. While at Quebec he met
Davison, Ms future prize-agent and           of
business, who claimed to have dissuaded Nelson
from making a proposal of marriage to Mary
Simpson (aged sixteen), daughter of the Provost-
of the Garrison,                    to sail for
New York.   Here Kelson found Lord Hood,
from the Battle of the Saints, with Prince William
Henry (later William IV) as        of Ms midship-
men, who described Nelson's first appearance as
follows: " He had on a full-laced uniform; Ms
impowdered hair was tied in a stiff             tail,
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